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By email 7 October 2016 
 
Dear Councillor Primrose 
  
Thank you for your attendance before the Committee on 5th October to give 
evidence on early years issues. The Committee has agreed that I should write to you 
to reiterate the comments I made at the start of the session in relation to monitoring 
spending of Scottish Government funding at local authority level on the provision of 
free childcare.  
  

You confirmed in evidence that COSLA refutes the figures provided in the 
Government’s recent financial review, suggesting the underspend figures are not 
representative of what is actually being spent. You also stated that COSLA has been 
and will continue to monitor spending to ensure it can demonstrate that this funding 
has been allocated to the provision of free childcare. The Committee would be very 
grateful for as much detail as possible on the financial monitoring to which you 
referred. Understandably parents looking for childcare spaces who see Government 
figures suggesting underspends in their local authority area will rightly want to be 
assured that allocated funding will be spent on providing free childcare. It is 
incumbent on local authorities, and COSLA, to be able to explain underspends or 
provide alternative figures to demonstrate this funding is being spent on its intended 
purpose. I should be very grateful for a detailed response on this matter at your 
earliest opportunity. 
  

I appreciate that you offered a number of other pieces of supplementary information 
during the evidence session including on cross border issues, capital investment and 
current pilots being run by local authorities. Committee clerks will be in touch with 
you separately to detail the additional information that the Committee requires. 
Finally, as you are aware the Committee has also asked the National Childminding 
Association to look at the correlation between local authority underspends and local 
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authorities which do not use childminding spaces to deliver free childcare. I will 
ensure you receive a copy of this information when we receive it for your reference. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
JAMES DORNAN MSP 
CONVENER 


